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The following article is the first installment of 
a series devoted to SALT's history. It is a remarkable 
story of the ground-breaking efforts of progressive 
law teachers more than a quarter-century ago. The 
authors are deeply indebted to SALT's first four presi-
dents, Norman "To-the-best-of-my-recollection" 
Dorsen, Howard "If-memory-serves" Lesnick, David 
"As-I-recall" Chambers, and George "If-I-could-only-
remember" Alexander, and to SALT's historian, Joyce 
Saltalamachia. 
But we need your help, especially those of you 
who have attained the wisdom of age. This article is 
ONLY A DRAFT, A WORK IN PROGRESS. We 
solicit your additions, deletions and corrections, your 
stories, anecdotes, your yellowed notes. Please let us 
hear from you. 
In December 1972, Herman Schwartz, 
then a professor at SUNY-Buffalo School of Law, 
convened a group of "liberal" law professors at 
the American Civil Liberties Union offices in 
New York City. The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss the need for an association of law 
... "Richard Nixon had just been 
re-elected to a second term; 
the Watergate scandal was the 
national obsession, and lots of 
- us in law teaching were 
depressed at the thought of 
four more years'." 
teachers to address perceived problems with 
legal education as well as larger societal issues. 
Several events prompted this meeting. 
Professor David Chambers (Michigan) recalls 
that "Richard Nixon had just been re-elected to a 
second term; the Watergate scandal was the 
national obsession, and lots of us in law teach-
ing were depressed at the thought of 'four more 
years'." A more conservative Supreme Court, a 
slowing of our nation's commitment to racial 
integration (as reflected in the anti-busing 
... a rising sense that legal 
institutions needed serious reform. 
amendment that had just been introduced in 
Congress) and the debate over capital punish-
ment all fueled a rising sense that legal institu-
tions needed serious reform. These professors 
shared a deep concern about the future of legal 
education, knowing all too well that the stan-
dard law school curriculum was simply not 
responsive to the social needs of the country. In 
addition, there was a developing concern over 
academic freedom at American law schools, par-
ticularly for new professors and professors at 
smaller schools. 
The need for an association of progres-
sive law teachers became all the more urgent 
with the filing of a lawsuit by African-American 
... a deep concern about the 
future of legal education 
[T]he standard law school 
curriculum was simply not 
responsive to the social needs 
of the country. 
graduates of Harvard against bar admission 
committees in Alabama, Georgia and Virginia. 
An association would be able to monitor both 
the examinations and the bar associations 
nationally and work to eliminate the arbitrari-
ness and the racism that many believed were 
evident in some examinations and evaluations 
by bar character committees. 
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An association of law school professors 
would provide an organizational base to 
address these and other issues. It would also 
offer a regularized procedure to enable law pro-
The professors who attended the first 
meeting of what would become the 
Society of American Law Teachers 
included some of the most 
well respected members of the 
academy at the time: 
Ruth Ginsburg (Columbia), 
Frank Askin (Rutgers), 
Derrick Bell (Harvard), 
Alan Dershowitz (Harvard), 
Ralph S. Brown (Yale) , 
Norman Dorsen (NYU), 
Howard Lesnick (Pennsylvania) 
and Thomas I. Emerson (Yale). 
fessors to provide information and advice to 
Congress and states on legislation and judicial 
appointments. 
The professors who attended this first 
meeting of what would become the Society of 
American Law Teachers included some of the 
most well respected members of the academy at 
the time: Ruth Ginsburg (Columbia), Frank 
Askin (Rutgers), Derrick Bell (Harvard), Alan 
Dershowitz (Harvard), Ralph S. Brown, (Yale), 
Norman Dorsen (NYU), Howard Lesnick 
(Pennsylvania) and Thomas I. Emerson (Yale). 
In 1973, Professor Dorsen convened a 
second meeting, adding a few other invitees to 
the initial group. During this and subsequent 
meetings, fhe participants focused on reforms 
needed in legal education and developed a list 
of functions and goals for the new association. 
These included: 
1) to act as a conduit between federal 
and state legislators and law professors, who 
could assist in formulating and drafting pro-
posed legislation; 
2) to encourage developments in legal 
education that would make curricula and forms 
of instruction more responsive to social needs; 
3) to conduct studies, prepare reports, 
issue public statements and give legislative tes-
timony on matters of public and professional 
concern; 
4) to evaluate selected judicial appoint-
ments to the federal courts; 
5) to encourage greater participation of 
minorities on law faculties and student bodies; 
6) to combat violations of academic free-
dom directed against law school professors; and 
7) to monitor bar examinations and char-
acter committees for possible arbitrariness and 
racism. 
On September 14, 1973, Norman Dorsen 
and Tom Emerson prepared a proposal for an 
association that was sent to thirty-five promi-
nent law professors who were thought 
amenable to the idea. The proposal included a 
questionnaire on the concept of the new associa-
tion and the goals that were formulated by the 
original group. 
The proposal made clear that the new 
organization was not intended to conflict with 
the American Association of Law Schools 
(AALS), which had recently renewed its inten-
"[T]he AALS was quite a bit more 
conservative than today and was 
reluctant to take positions or discuss 
public issues around the bar and 
the legal profession that many 
of us wanted to discuss." 
tion to remain an association of schools, not of 
individual professors. Howard Lesnick recalls 
that "the AALS was quite a bit more conserva-
tive than today and was reluctant to take posi-
tions or discuss public issues around the bar 
and the legal profession that many of us wanted 
to discuss. An organization of individuals 
continued on page 22 
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continued from page 21 - SALT History 
would be much freer to take positions than an 
association of schools." 
The response to the Dorsen-Emerson pro-
posal was overwhelmingly positive, and · only a 
handful of the questionnaires were not returned. 
Armed with this support, Dorsen set off to make 
a national organization of law professors a reality. 
The December 1973 AALS meeting in 
New Orleans pro;vided a suitable venue to launch 
the new association. In the weeks before the 
meeting, Dorsen: wrote personal notes to friends, 
encouraging their participation, and he and 
Stephen Gillers, one of his former students and 
then a lawyer in private practice, journeyed to 
New Orleans carrying signs and notices to stimu-
late attendance for the meeting. 
On December 28 [or 29], 1973, at the 
[P]articipants suggested "Teachers" 
not "Professors" as an expression 
of the organization's democratic 
commitment to the inclusion 
of all those ... who participate 
in the business of law teaching. 
[generic] Hotel, some fifty law teachers gathered 
together to found this new organization ... and 
to name it. Dorsen and Gillers suggested 
"National Association of Law Professors." 
Professor David Cavers (Harvard) suggested that 
"Society" rather than "Association" was more 
appropriate for a scholarly organization and also 
recommended that "American" should be includ-
ed in the name. Discussion continued, and other 
participants suggested "Teachers" not "Professors" 
as an expression of the organization's democratic 
commitment to the inclusion of all those - clini-
cians, instructors, adjunct professors, as well as 
those on the tenure track - who participate in the 
business of law teaching. Within hours, the 
"Society of American Law Teachers" (SALT) was 
born. Norman Dorsen was elected SALT's first 
President and Stephen Gillers the first executive 
director. (After Gillers' term, the position of 
executive director was allowed to lapse because 
the officers themselves undertook to manage 
SALT's business.) 
By September 1974, 149 
law teachers from 69 law 
schools had joined SALT. 
During the next few months, Dorsen and 
Gillers, in consultation with other founders, 
named a thirty-one member "interim" Board of 
Governors and drafted proposed By-laws. The 
By-laws created an organization with a 
President, four Vice Presidents , a Treasurer, a 
Secretary, a Board of Governors, and an 
Executive Committee, and provided for an 
annual election and an annual meeting to be 
held in conjunction with the AALS annual con-
vention. Dues were set at a modest level to 
make the organization accessible to everyone 
who was eligible - $25 a year and $15 for any-
one earning less than $15,000 per year. 
[O]f the thirty-one Board members, 
. .. only three were women 
(Babcock, Ginsburg and Law) 
and only three were persons of color, 
(Bell, Clark and Reynoso). 
By September 1974, 149 law teachers 
from 69 law schools had joined SALT. Their 
names are listed below. It is noteworthy that of 
the thirty-one Board members (designated in 
bold) only three were women (Babcock, 
Ginsburg and Law) and only three were persons 
of color (Bell, Clark and Reynoso). David 
Chambers observes, "That six of the thirty-one 
who were either women or a racial-ethnic 
minority made the SALT Board a great deal 
more diverse than American law school facul-
ties were at the time, but still stands in sharp 
contrast to the SALT Board membership today." 
The SALT Equalizer Page 22 April 2000 
Visit us at our Website: httv:l/www.scu.edu/law/salt 
SALT ORIGINAL 149 MEMBERS 
SEPTEMBER 1974 
Michael C. Abbott (Emory) 
Gerald Abraham (Villanova) 
Jeffrey M. Albert (Geo. Washington) 
George J. Alexander (Santa Clara) 
Anthony G. Amsterdam .(Stanford) 
Francis H. Anderson (Albany) 
Charles E. Ares (Arizona) 
Frank Askin (Rutgers-Newark) 
Barbara Babcock (Stanford) 
Fletcher N. Baldwin, Jr. (Florida) 
E. Clinton Bamberger (Catholic) 
Robert L. Bard (Connecticut) 
Loftus Becker, Jr. (Minnesota) 
Theodore Becker (Hawaii) 
Derrick A. Bell, Jr. (Harvard) 
Gary Bellow (Harvard) 
Robert Bennett (Northwestern) 
Harold J. Berman (Harvard) 
Boris I. Bittker (Yale) 
Vincent A. Blasi (Michigan) 
David Skillen Bogen(Maryland) 
Addison M. Bowman (Public Def. Ser.) 
Paul Brest (Stanford) 
Alvin J. Bronstein (Nat'l Prison Proj.) 
Ralph S. Brown, Jr. (Yale) 
Robert N. Brown (Syracuse) 
D. Barlow Burke (American) 
Robert Emmett Bums (DePaul) 
Alex M. Capron (Pennsylvania) 
David L. Cavers (Harvard) 
David L. Chambers (Michigan) 
Linda K. Champlin (Ohio State) 
C. Ronald Chester (New England) 
Robert Childres (Northwestern) 
Leroy Clark (NYU) 
Robert Emmet Clark (Arizona) 
Sherman L. Cohn (Georgetown) 
George Cooper (Columbia) 
Vern Countryman (Harvard) 
Anthony D'Amato (Northwestern) 
Alice Daniel (Hastings) 
Edward A. Dauer (So.California) 
Robert P. Davidow (Texas Tech) 
Orlando E. Delogu (Maine) 
Alan Dershowitz (Harvard) 
Michael D. De Vito (Golden Gate) 
C. Thomas Dienes (American) 
Andrew K. Dolan (So.California) 
Norman Dorsen (NYU) 
Thomas I. Emerson (Yale) 
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(BOARD MEMBERS IN BOLD) 
Matthew W. Finkin (So.Methodist) 
Sanford J. Fox (Boston College) 
George T. Frampton (Illinois) 
Monroe Freedman (Hofstra) 
Michael E. Geltner (Ohio State) 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg (Columbia) 
Robert J. Glennon, Jr. (Wayne State) 
Howard Alan Glickstein (Notre Dame) 
Roger Goldman (St. Louis) 
Nathaniel E. Gozansky (Emory) 
Marcia Greenberger (Ctr. Law & Soc. Pol.) 
Thomas C. Grey (Stanford) 
Charles R. Halpem(Ctr. Law & Soc. Pol.) 
Janet S. Harring (SUNY-Buffalo) 
Willard Heckel (Rutgers--Newark) 
Otto J. Hetzel (Wayne State) 
David R. Hood (Hawaii) 
Benjamin T. Hopkins (Hawaii) 
Wythe Holt (Alabama) 
William T. Hutton (NYU) 
John M. Hyson (Villanova) 
J.D. Johnston, Jr. (NYU) 
Harry Kalven (Chicago) 
Stanley N. Katz (Chicago) 
Arthur Kinoy (Rutgers--Newark) 
Karl Krastin (Toledo) 
Roger S. Kuhn (Geo. Washington) 
Arthur La France (Maine) 
Sybil H. Landau (Hofstra) 
Sylvia Law(NYU) 
Herbert Lazerow (San Diego) 
Frederic S. LeClercq (Tennessee) 
Stephen E. Lee (Arizona State) 
Howard Lesnick (Pennsylvania) 
Leon Letwin (UCLA) 
Ian R. MacNeil (Virginia) 
Jonathan Mallamud (Rutgers--Camden) 
Minnette M. Massey (Miami) 
Richard Maxwell (UCLA) 
Michael Meltsner (Columbia) 
Roy M. Mersky (Texas) 
Arthur S. Miller (Geo. Washington) 
Lizabeth Ann Moody (Cleveland) 
Arval A. Morris (Washington) 
Linda D. Moskowitz (DePaul) 
Beatrice Moulton (Arizona State) 
James Munro (Western New England) 
Jay W. Murphy (Alabama) 
Webster Myers, Jr. (So. California) 
Frank C. Newman (Berkeley) 
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Melville B. Nimmer (UCLA) 
Jeffrey O'Connell (Illinois) 
Michael D. O'Keefe (Catholic) 
Newton Pacht (Howard) 
James C.N. Paul (Rutgers--Newark) 
Robert Pitofsky (Georgetown) 
Sheldon J. Plager (Illinois) 
Louis H. Pollak (Yale) 
Daniel H. Pollitt (North Carolina) 
William D. Popkin (Indiana) 
Monroe E. Price (UCLA) 
John B. Quigley, Jr. (Ohio State) 
Robert J. Rabin (Syracuse) 
David L. Ratner (Cornell) 
Leonard G. Ratner (So. California) 
Nicholas C. Revelos (Detroit) 
Daniel A. Rezneck (Georgetown) 
Cruz Reynoso (New Mexico) 
Florence Roisman (Catholic) 
Joseph Sax (Michigan) 
Michael A. Schmitt (Valparaiso) 
Phillip G. Schrag (Columbia) 
Gene P. Schultz (St. Louis) 
Herman Schwartz (SUNY-Buffalo) 
Louis B. Schwartz (Pennsylvania) 
Robert A. Sedler (Kentucky) 
Edward F. Sherman (Indiana) 
Peter Simmons (Ohio State) 
John P. Sizemore (Antioch) 
Abraham D. Sofaer (Columbia) 
Aviam Soifer (Connecticut) 
Francis O. Spalding (Northwestern) 
Richard E. Speidel (Virginia) 
Susan Spivak (Arizona State) 
Preble Stolz (Berkeley) 
Peter C. Strauss (Columbia) 
Walter J. Taggart (Villanova) 
Telford Taylor (Columbia) 
Paul L. Tractenberg (Rutgers-Newark) 
William Van Alstyne (Duke) 
Jon M. Van Dyke (Hastings) 
David H. Vernon (Iowa) 
Heathcote W. Wales (Georgetown) 
Jon Waltz, Jr. (Northwestern) 
Burton D. Wechsler (Antioch) 
Welsh S. White (Pittsburgh) 
Thomas E. Willging (Antioch) 
Ronald G. Yelenik (Antioch) 
Shirley Cragg Zabel (Gonzaga) 
